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MALA Annual Ball 2026

Dear Guests,

| would like to personally welcome you
all to the 2026 Midlands Asian Lawyers
Association Ball.

HHJ Fayyaz Afzal CBE
MALA President

We are incredibly pleased to have you as our guests; this is our 18th
Annual ball. The MALA ball is a firm fixture in the legal social calendar now and
we’re delighted to welcome guests from the Midlands and beyond.

We are incredibly proud of being the inspiration for the creation of the Northern
Asian Lawyers Association which launched earlier this year and wish them every
success.

| take this opportunity to thank our lead sponsor: JMW Solicitors (Business
Crime and Regulatory), their support helps us create an unforgettable event for
everyone attending the ball and beyond.

| would also like to extend our thanks to our secondary sponsors C Lewis
& Company and 36 Crime and our drinks sponsor this year: St Philip’s Chambers.

Each year we are flattered by the number of companies wishing to support
MAVLA and for this we are grateful to everyone who has sponsored us or provided
adverts.

Our chosen charity this year is the UK Friends of Unique Home for girls,
this charity is close to our hearts, as it is spearheaded by former vice
president Ranjit Thaliwal of Welford Solicitors. It is a great charity that is saving
the lives of young girls in the Punjab region, and we’re pleased to support them
this year. | encourage you all to participate in our raffle and donate generously to
this wonderful cause.

Over the years, we have enjoyed a wonderful mix of keynote speakers and
this year we are delighted to welcome the incredibly charming Harpreet
Sandhu KC, one of the most respected criminal barristers and a leading voice for
diversity and opportunity within the legal profession.

Harpreet’s values align with those of MALA, and he has already collaborated
with us at our Talking with Trailblazers event earlier this year, so we’re grateful for
his support.



This year, we have said goodbye to Igbal Mohammed and our former secretary;
Priya Bakshi. We’re incredibly grateful to Igbal for managing our website and
communications and to Priya for organising the committee throughout the years
and they will be missed.

Since its founding, MALA has grown from a small network into a thriving
and respected organisation at the heart of the Midlands legal community. With
an expanding programme of events, outreach and collaboration, we continue
to evolve and the addition of new committee members is an important part of
that journey.

This year, we welcomed Reena Patel, (You and Your Story), Kinza Wahid (3PB
Barristers) Kiran Herard (Mills & Reeve), Shereen Chohan (HCR Law), Sana
Saddique (Collective Law) and Sangeeta Kohli (Higgs LLP) to the MALA
Committee.

Kinza and Kiran have already been instrumental in supporting Harbinder in
planning our Birmingham events and we’re looking forward to bringing you more
events across the East and West Midlands.

In addition Rita Kotecha has taken up the role of Secretary and her experience
and knowledge is invaluable to the MALA committee

With this latest intake, our committee is stronger than ever. We’re excited to bring
together a wider range of perspectives, energy, and experience as we continue to
champion diversity, inclusion and opportunity across the profession.

We hope you have a fantastic evening and we will update the calendar of events
for the forthcoming year.

Best wishes and many thanks,

His Honour Judge Fayyaz Afzal CBE,
MALA President



MALA Commitee 2026

Harbinder Gosal Rita Kotecha Sundeep Soor
MALA Treasurer MALA Secretary Defence Legal
Talbots Law Richard Nelson LLP

Krishna Kotecha Parvien Akhtar Mariyam Suleiman Zoe Lee
Moosa Duke Bright Legal Leicester Crown Prosecution

Solicitors Solicitors City Council Service

Elisha Kaur Reena Patel Sangeeta Kohli
JMW Solicitors You and Your Story Higgs LLP

Kiran Herard Kinza Wahid Shereen Chohan Sana Saddique
Mills & Reeve 3PB Barristers HCR Law Collective Law




2026 Events

We’re pleased to share that this year, we have
successfully run 4 events in Leicester and
Birmingham in the first 6 months of the year.

Our first networking event of 2026 was held at Haute
Dolci and it was a wonderful way to begin the year.

After a long, cold January, guests enjoyed relaxed
conversations oaver mocktails in keeping with our Dry
January theme.

Our second event, delivered in collaboration with Mills
& Reeve and the Birmingham Law Society REACH
Subcommittee, was a powerful reminder of why
conversations about representation and equality in law
truly matter.

The panel shared personal stories about the barriers
and challenges faced by South Asian lawyers - stories of
doubt, resilience and determination.

Our third event was in collaboration with the
Leicestershire Junior Lawyers Division LJLD Division
and welcomed over 40 attendees from across the
Midlands legal community for an evening of connection,
conversation and excellent food at Mem Saab.

The evening highlighted the importance of creating
spaces where lawyers at every stage of their careers
can connect.

Our fourth event was an inspiring and thought provoking
evening at the Talking with Trailblazers event in
Birmingham in collaboration with Midland Circuit and
Birmingham Black Lawyers.

We were privileged to hear from an outstanding
panel, chaired by Harpreet Sandhu KC, whose openness
and leadership guided a discussion that explored race,
identity, barriers and success in law.

We thank the committee, co-hosts and those who attended to make the events
a success. We would also welcome working with others to further our objectives of
improving equality, diversity, inclusion, social mobility, education and wellbeing.

If you feel that there is an event that can be jointly held with MALA, please do not
hesitate to contact us: committee@midlandsasianlawyers.org



Our Keynote Speaker

Harpreet Sandhu KC
Leader of the Midland Circuit
No5 Barristers’ Chambers

Harpreet Sandhu KC is one of the Midlands’
most respected criminal barristers and a
leading voice for diversity and opportunity
within the legal profession.

Called to the Bar in 2005 and taking silk in March 2022 - in only his fifteenth year of
practice and on his first application - Harpreet was appointed Leader of the Midland
Circuit in October 2024.

Recognised by Chambers UK and The Legal 500, he prosecutes and defends in some
of the most serious and complex criminal cases in the country, from alleged homicide
and terrorism to fraud and serious sexual offences, and is regularly instructed by the
CPS’s Complex Casework Units, Special Crime and Counter Terrorism Division and
London Homicide Unit.

Harpreet’s own journey reflects many of the themes he now champions from
leadership. The son of parents who emigrated from Punjab, India, in the 1970s, and the
first in his family to attend university, he read English Literature at Durham University
before training as a barrister and starting pupillage in 2006.

Reflecting on his South Asian heritage and its influence on his career, Harpreet
has spoken about the grit and determination passed down through generations.

BARRISTERS
CHAMBERS

“Being appointed King’s Counsel is an enormous honour,

privilege and responsibility.”




Harpreet’s connection to MALA goes way back, a MALA Ball was his first encounter
with the organisation, and he has known HHJ Fayyaz Afzal CBE, for years, at times
appearing against one another in court before Fayyaz took the bench.

Bringing the Midland Circuit and MALA closer together has been a deliberate priority
of Harpreet’s leadership, and events like the Trailblazers event in May 2026 are, in his
words, an example of the Circuit and MALA working together - something he has been
keen to promote alongside his wider push on equality, diversity and social mobility
(EDSM) and the Circuit’s Women’s Forum.

Thisyear, identifying aclear gap, Harpreet also set up the Midland Circuit’s first probono
committee. It is this combination of professional excellence and personal commitment
to representation that makes him such a compelling voice for our audience.

“The only qualities which should determine whether
someone is able to have a successful career in the law are
ability, determination and hard work, but also caring about

what we do. | believe that those who have the skills to
succeed should be given the opportunity to do so.”

We are delighted to welcome Harpreet Sandhu KC as our keynote speaker.
Expect a candid, personal account of what it takes to reach the top of the criminal
Bar, the responsibility of leadership on Circuit, and why building pathways for
underrepresented talent remains one of his proudest ongoing commitments.

* Ranked as a leading criminal practitioner by Chambers UK
and The Legal 500.

* Regularly instructed by the CPS’s Complex Casework Units, Special Crime
and Counter Terrorism Division and London Homicide Unit, and by the
Health and Safety Executive.

« Appointed Leader of the Midland Circuit in October 2024.

* Founded the Midland Circuit’s pro bono committee in 2026.
 Chair, MALA’s “Talking with Trailblazers” panel (May 2026).

e Championing EDSM initiatives and the Circuit’s Women’s Forum.



Our Charity Partner This Year

K Friends of
nigue Home (Punjab)

Supporting Unique Home, Jalandhar - a place of safety,
care and opportunity for girls who need it most.

Every year, the MALA Ball brings the Midlands’ legal community together not only to
celebrate, but to give back. This year, we are proud to support UK Friends of Unique
Home (Punjab), a registered UK charity that raises funds and awareness for Unique
Home, a children’s home in Jalandhar, Punjab, caring for girls who are unwanted,
abandoned or orphaned.

MALA will make a donation to the charity on the night and will be running a raffle to
raise additional funds for this great cause.

Unigue home in Punjab was established on 17 May 1993 by Bibi Prakash Kaur, who
remains its guiding force today, Unique Home was founded in response to the deeply
troubling issue of female infanticide and the abandonment of baby girls in the region.

More than three decades on, it continues to provide vulnerable girls with a
safe home, education and care - nurturing them into healthy, educated and
self-respecting women able to build independent, fulfilling lives.




Because many of the girls’ exact birth dates are unknown, the home celebrates
all of their birthdays together on 24 April each year, a day that draws supporters and
well-wishers from across the world, including many who travel from the UK to take
part.

In the run-up to the celebration, UK Friends of Unique Home runs its “Cake and
Candles” campaign, inviting supporters to share a photo of themselves with a cake
and candle as a birthday wish for the girls, helping to raise awareness of the wonderful
work carried out by the home.

“A daughter is one of life’s most beautiful miracles.
She’s your heart walking around outside your body”

Anonymous

MALA is honoured to support UK Friends of Unique Home (Punjab) this year, in
recognition of the vital work being done to protect and empower vulnerable girls in
Jalandhar, Punjab.

We hope you’ll join us in supporting this cause tonight and beyond, by taking part in
our raffle, making a donation and raising awareness of the charity on social media or
visiting their website: www.uniquehomeforgirls.co.uk

Donate directly to UK Friends of Unique by
visiting their their justgiving page - scan the QR
Code to the right or visit:

www.justgiving.com/page/
uniquehomeleicester
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Clarity.
Confidence.
Results.

A message from Hojol Uddin

Head of Business Crime and Regulatory Department

It is a great honour for JMW Solicitors to be the lead sponsor
for this year's Ball. | have personally been attending the
annual ball for many years, and it is one of the main events on
my calendar — and that's not because of the food only, albeit
it plays a part.

We are thrilled to support MALA as we recognise the
importance of its role in the legal landscape. MALA continues
to be a leading light in creating opportunities for connection,
collaboration and mentorship and we are proud to support

them along the way. The Ball has always been a place where HOJO| Uddin
likeminded individuals can come together to hold progressive Head of Business Crime and
conversations whilst continuing to celebrate inclusion and Regulatory Department

diversity within our legal profession.

X hojol.uddin@jmw.co.uk
Thank you to MALA and its committee for the work done %
throughout the year. We are proud to continue to support you 0161838 2888

and wish you the best for the upcoming year!




Business Crime and

Regulatory Solicitors

The expert team at
JMW consists of leading
lawyers and specialists
who represent clients
nationwide.

What our clients say

“They have a great mix between
treating you as an individual with
human emotional feeling while
maintaining a professional approach.”

"Efficiency in response time,
relevant expert advice when needed,
immediately figured out where
attention needed to be focused in order
to proceed with the case.”

“Due to their legal prowess and their
passion for the work that they do we
have had the best outcome and a better
result than we could ever have hoped
for. They were with us every step of the
way and truly gave everything they had
to us as their clients, | will never stop
being grateful to them."”

We have been involved in some of the biggest

Business Crime investigations and prosecutions,

and are ranked as a Top Tier Fraud Firm by the
Legal 500, as well as Chambers and Partners.

Qur t

Our Services

For Individual Clients

Criminal Defence - We have a long
tradition of successfully defending clients
investigated and prosecuted by authorities
such as the National Crime Agency (NCA)
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), Serious
Fraud Office (SFO), the Insolvency Service,
HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC), Trading
Standards and local authorities.

Motoring — Our team has significant
experience defending clients and preserving
their ability to drive, and we have helped
many clients to successfully avoid a driving
ban or criminal conviction when they were
accused of a road traffic offence.

Professional Regulation & Discipline — As
well as offering representation and support
to regulated professionals in investigations
and disciplinary proceedings, JMW supports
organisations in their dealings with
regulators.

For Businesses/Corporations/
Organisations

Regulatory Lawyers — Our team regularly
represents clients across all the sectors
of UK industry through regulatory
investigations, parallel proceedings, trials
and appeals.

Business Crime — With our significant
experience in dealing with investigations
by the FCA, Serious Fraud Office, law
enforcement agencies and other regulatory
authoritie e can

9 0345 646 1309




36 CRIME

36 Crime are a dynamic and committed team of
criminal specialists who prosecute and defend in
equal measure. Our barristers, including five King’s
Counsel and 56 juniors, undertake high-profile and
complex cases nationally and internationally.

The 36 Crime Team offer a nationwide presence
servicing the majority of criminal crown courts in
England and Wales.

Our approach is professional, friendly, and flexible.
We focus on building and maintaining long-term
relationships with all users of our services. Together,
our barristers and our clerking team bring a unique
level of professionalism to their respective roles,
providing exceptional client care from the start of a
case through to its conclusion.

“An excellent Chambers with a strong presence

in the Midlands, South East and London”.
Legal 500 2026

clerks@36crime.co.uk +44 (0) 20 7421 8007



C. Lewis Company

Founded in 2003, C. Lewis & Company is an international forensic accounting firm
specialising in insurance claims, financial investigations, litigation support, and
dispute resolution. Trusted by insurers, legal professionals, and businesses
worldwide, the firm provides Expert led independent financial expertise to help
clients resolve complex financial cases.

Meet the Leeds & Manchester team:

e

b 7
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Beverly Ibbotson Katy Summerfield Jordan Hurst Tyler Webb Alex Ibbotson
Fraud & Criminal Personal Injury & Confiscation Associate Associate
Investigations Fatal Accidents Proceedings/POCA

Beverley.ibbotson@clewis.com  katy.summerfield@clewis.com jordan.hurst@clewis.com tyler.webb@clewis.com Alex.ibbotson@clewis.com

Our Offices:

London Houston Paris
Leeds Madrid Sao Paulo
Manchester Mexico Singapore
Dubai New York Sydney

Full details can be found at www.clewis.com or by scanning the QR Code:




DAVIDSONS FORENSIC ACCOUNTANTS
ARE DELIGHTED TO SUPPORT THE MALA BALL

FORENSIC
ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

» Fraud & Criminal Investigations » Business Dispute Resolution

» Cryptocurrency Investigations » Tax Investigations

» Covid Fraud » Insolvency Litigation

» Divorce Proceedings » Professional Negligence

» Lifestyle Analysis » Business Interruption & Insurance Claims
> Share & Business Valuations > Personal Injury & Fatal Accident Claims

DAVIDSONS

FORENSIC ACCOUNTANTS

MAKING SENSE OF THE NUMBERS

& 01134831127 /07719 192 257
¥ info@davidsonsforensic.co.uk
R www.davidsonsforensic.co.uk

THE

4 ICAEW (’"'%) ACADEMY
CHARTERED -
Z. ACCOUNTANTS EXPERTS




LitAcc

Accountants assisting in litigation expertly

Looking For modern-day forensic
accountants with a hands-on
approach and successful track record?

With our ability to quickly grasp and cut through issues with
fine-tooth comb, we are fast becoming the ‘go to’ forensic
accountants for leading law Firms in high value and
complex financial investigation and confiscation cases.

FRAUD AND CRIMINAL ,@, EXPERT LED
INVESTIGATIONS
CONFISCATION UICK TURNAROUND

PROCEEDINGS/POCA Q
FREEZING/UNEXPLAINED
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1) WEALTH ORDERS/CASH = :E))\(IIEI?R?I(E)IIEEARS TEAM
FORFEITURE

fi§)j TAXDISPUTE MULTI-LINGUAL
RESOLUTION

“I have practiced in this field for several years and rarely encountered an
Accountant as diligent and insightful as you. | am instructed by several solicitors
firms in Legal Aid POCA matters and they are always on the lookout for experts of
all sorts. If | may, I’d like to recommend you to them” — Leading POCA barrister
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Contact Asim Sheikh, Shabeer Yousuf or Ellie Orme on 0333 772 1628, 0772 500 4318
or at info@litacc.co.uk for a FREE initial consultation

OFFICESIN MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD AND LONDON




At MEWA, we make sourcing the right expert witness simple.

Access to 5,000+ vetted experts across the UK & Ireland and receive independent,
high-quality medico-legal reports tailored to your case and deadlines.

EXPERTS IN ALL SPECIALTIES FOR ALL PROCEEDINGS

HOW WE HELP WHY SOLICITORS CHOOSE MEWA

DEDICATED BDE CONTACT

A dedicated contact who understands
your requirements and is on hand when
you need them.

Source the right specialist for
your case

WHO WE ARE

Provide fast quotations and expert
recommendations standards

Independent medico-legal
expert witness provider
FAST & RESPONSIVE

Quick quotations and expert
recommendations to help you meet
your deadlines.

Maintain independence,
confidentiality and
professional standards

Trusted by legal professionals
across the UK & Ireland

Supporting solicitors across
the UK & Ireland

Manage the process through to
report completion EXPERIENCED IN LEGAL AID
We understand Legal Aid requirements,

constraints and tight deadlines.

MORE THAN AN EXPERT WITNESS - YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER REGULAR CASE UPDATES

Proactive updates throughout the process, so you

We work alongside you to make sourcing expert witness always know where your case stands.

and evidence simple, efficient and stress-free.

INDEPENDENT & OBJECTIVE
Impartial, well-reasoned reports you can rely on.

48,000+

17,900+

reports completed
across the UK & Ireland

10+ YEARS

of medico-legal
expertise

CONSISTENT & RELIABLE SERVICE
Clear communication, proactive support and
dependable service throughout your case.

enquiries managed
fo date

OUR EXPERTISE & EXPERIENCE

WE WORK WITH 200+ SPECIALITIES WE PREPARE MEDICAL & NON-MEDICAL REPORTS, INCLUDING:

v Fingerprint Analysis
v/ CCTV Analysis
v Firearm & Ballistics

v Forensic Scientists

v Digital Forensics

Psychiatry Psychology Neurology Paediatrics Orthopaedics v Building Experts

..and many more v Veterinary Experts v Explosives Experts

PROCEEDINGS WE SUPPORT
CARE CRIMINAL ASYLUM & CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE OTHERS
IMMIGRATION & PERSONAL INJURY
6,500 700+ 1,060+ 2,125+ 1,175+
Children Act, Crown, Including Mental Health Act

Medical, psychological
and human rights
assessments

Breach, causation,

- ) Tribunal, Court of Protection, Court
condition and prognosis

of Appeal, Parole Board Hearings,
Civil, Housing and Special
Educational Needs Tribunals

residence, contact,
capacity and
safeguarding

Magistrates’, youth,
fitness to plead
and mental state

PROUD TO SUPPORT

MEWA (Medical Expert Witness Alliance) LLP

0800 061 4616
enquiries@mewa.org.uk
www.mewa.org.uk

Pure Offices, Broadwell Road,
Oldbury, England, B69 4BY
Company No: OC437961

VAT No: 649 1232 52

MALA

2026 BALL



CONTACT
+44 (0) 207 332 5400

clerks@5sah.co.uk

www.5sah.co.uk

5 St Andrew’s Hill, London, EC4V 5BZ

M/ALA

farringdon I.
Barristers Chambers

Farringdon Chambers are proud
to support the MALA Ball

Specialists in Serious Crime, Regulatory Law, and Professional Discipline.

Expert Defence in Homicide, Terrorism, Drugs, and Business Crime.

CONTACT

020 7089 5700 | clerks@farringdon-law.co.uk | www.farringdon-law.co.uk
180-182 Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3TQ
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/& - Newly refurbished

+ 800 seater capacity
« Located 10mins from the M40
« Less than one hour 30mins from London

-+ Helicopter landing spaces
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Midlands Asian Lawyers Association (MALA) is a non-profit organisation,
promoting diversity and equality in the legal profession. We do this by
running wellbeing, networking and career development events across the
Midlands region as well as raising funds for good causes.

As an inclusive body, we proudly welcome people of all backgrounds to
our events and from our first ball with 100 attendees to the 500+ people
we have here today, the success of the Ball is an enduring example
of MALA’s striving legacy in the Midlands legal community.

MALA is entirely run by volunteers and funded by ticket sales and

sponsorship so we’re grateful for your support and that you have chosen to
spend your evening with us today.

Connect with us online to stay up to date, follow us on social media and
sign up to our newsletter for the latest events and news.
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/company/mala/

/midsasianlawyers midlandsasianlawyers.org

To find out more, please visit www.midlandsasianlawyers.org or email us at
committee@midlandsasianlawyers.org if you have any questions.



